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Our Little Light Show

A Sermon Preached at LPCC on December 24, 10:30 am, 2017

Micah 4:1-6

John Suk


When Irene and I lived in Cobourg—where not a lot happened—one of the few annual events that we eagerly waited for all year long was the annual Season’s Greetings Light Show in Victoria Park. It was a park full of Santas, elves & candy canes, all in multicolored Christmas lights. And, I have to admit, the overall effect . . . was sort of chintzy nice

Of course, the lightshow was a secular lightshow. There was no room in the park for Hanukah or Kwanza candles, Shepherds, wise men or Jesus. And, even though I understand that secular government shouldn’t take the side of any one faith, I used to be a bit grumpy about missing everything Bethlehem in the park. It just seems a bit odd to turn a blind eye to the fact that our winter holidays are rooted in a religious story

On the other hand, it always brought a smile to my face to see how St. Peter’s Anglican Church, across the street from the big light show, reacted. St. Peter’s always placed its own modest manger scene, nicely lit by a few strategically placed spotlights, on the church’s front lawn during the city’s gaudy light show. Everyone in town driving by noticed it, just by way of contrast. And everyone in town smiled to see it, too

For me, the two light shows highlight a question of strategic importance. How do we Christians make a difference, especially a subversive & life-giving difference, when it comes to love, for example, when each of us is just one person? How do we make our personal Christian faith matter?

Well consider this. Big public light shows like the one in Victoria Park are made up of–oh, I don’t know–let’s say thousands upon thousands of bulbs. If a few of them burn out, no one will notice

But that one missing bulb at St. Peter’s is going to make a difference at the modest manger scene everyone in town noticed & smiled over. Even one missing light over there at St. Peter’s small crèche will be immediately noticed and missed. So, what I want to suggest this morning is that if we want to make a difference, it really, really helps to align ourselves, individually with a group where our one light, where our participation, is absolutely crucial to doing a good thing together. And that place where your light can shine and absolutely make a difference is the church. This church

What the United Church represents for me is a humble but subversive alternative for us and our children to culture-as-usual in our country. We are our own little show on secular Canada’s side, a show that works for a just peace in Israel and Palestine, a show that leads the way on embracing refugees from whatever war is in the news this decade. We are a show that works for reconciliation between First Nations and the rest of us, a show that is teaching anti-racism & inclusion, a show that supports refugee education in the Middle East & clothes & food for the poor. We are show that hews to values of neighborliness, justice for all, and rights for all. We are a show that allows for exploration of spirituality rather than a dogma of my way or the hi-way. We are a counter-cultural alternative to the priorities of power and “my pocket book” rather than the priorities of compassion and kindness that adds up to love

Now, in our scripture reading, what people usually comment on is the “swords into plowshares” line, and it is a good one. We want to work for peace, for sure. But there are a few more lines in today’s scripture and they touch on strategy, and the role of the synagogue or church. Listen. 
“Come—let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob—that is the church of that day—that we may walk in his paths.” [That is, that we may do the good that Jesus lived and preached.] “For out of Zion—out of church and mosque and synagogue—shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”
 
So, if you come to this church, you won’t necessarily agree with every United Church initiative. You won’t feel as deeply as some other United Church members about which social justice issues we ought to be pursuing first in the interest of shalom

But I think we can agree that secular society and “business as usual” needs a contrasting show, even if a little one, across from Main Street, that offers a different set of values and priorities if we as Canadians are to find our way as a caring and just society. Secular society needs churches like ours, children like ours, community like ours to bear witness to a set of priorities that put our neighbours, the least, and the last—that put shalom for all—first.

If you come to this church, your presence and contribution? Well, they will be noticed. I can promise you. 
